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DISCUSSION 

MR. PITKIN'S REFUTATION OF 'RADICAL EMPIRICISM' 

A LTHOUGH Mr. Pitkin does not name me in his acute article 
■^"*- on radical empiricism in this Journal for November 22, I 
fear that some readers, knowing me to have applied that name to 
my own doctrine, may possibly consider themselves to have been in 
at my death. 

In point of fact my withers are entirely nnwrung. I have, in- 
deed, said 1 that 'to be radical, an empiricism must not admit into its 
constructions any element that is not directly experienced. ' But in 
my own radical empiricism this is only a methodological postulate, 
not a conclusion supposed to flow from the intrinsic absurdity of 
transempirical objects. I have never felt the slightest respect for 
the idealistic arguments which Mr. Pitkin attacks and of which 
Ferrier made such striking use ; and I am perfectly willing to admit 
any number of noumenal beings or events into philosophy if only 
their pragmatic value can be shown. 

Radical empiricism and pragmatism have so many misunderstand- 
ings to suffer from, that it seems my duty not to let this one go any 
farther, uncorrected. 

William James. 

Habvabd University. 
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Thought and Things or Genetic Logic. A Study of the Development 
and Meaning of Thought. James Mark Baldwin. Vol. I. Func- 
tional Logic or Genetic Theory of Knowledge. London: Swan, Son- 
nenschein & Co. ; New York : The Macmillan Co. 1906. Pp. xii + 273. 
The entire work of which the present volume is the first book is, in 
the author's words, ' an inductive psychological, genetic research into the 
actual movement of the function of thought.' It is an attempt ' to put 
a consciously genetic method through the entire structure of cognition, 
from the simplest to the most developed mode.' 

An undertaking of this character and magnitude, if successful, can 
not fail to fill a most important place in that field of investigation upon 
which students in psychology and philosophy are at the present time 
focusing their attention. 

Professor Baldwin's work has its unique significance in being the 
first attempt to make a thorough and consistent application of the genetic 
principle of explanation to the entire range of cognitive experience. 
The present volume aims to trace the genesis and development of knowl- 
edge from its germinal stage in sense experience up to the stage of dis- 

1 This Joubnai, Vol. I., p. 534. 



